Grant Park Advisory Council public meeting 

Chicago Children's Museum's proposed, two-story new building for Grant Park 

Monday, October 16, 2006 - 6:30 p.m. Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph just east of Columbus Drive. 

The Chicago Children's Museum has proposed building a two-story building on the northeast corner of Monroe Street and Columbus Drive in Grant Park.  This would be diagonally across from the new Modern Wing of the Art Institute of Chicago currently under construction. We need to hear from you at this first, public meeting on the proposed building for Grant Park. 

Thank you very much for your interest and participation.  

Phone:   312-829-8015

STATUE OF SIR GEORG SOLTI TO BE RE-DEDICATED IN GRANT PARK’S NEW SOLTI GARDENS DURING SPECIAL CEREMONY WITH VALERIE SOLTI ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5 AT 1:00 P.M. New downtown location brings Chicago’s well-known Solti bust closer to Symphony Center, home of the conductor’s beloved Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
WHO:  The Chicago Park District, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra Association, and the Grant Park Conservancy, with special guests Lady Solti, wife of the late Sir Georg Solti, and Deborah R. Card, president of the Chicago Symphony Association… 

WHAT:  will hold a short ceremony to re-dedicate Chicago’s statue of Sir Georg Solti, former music director of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and mark the creation of the new Solti Gardens… 

WHERE:  in Chicago’s Grant Park on the southeast corner of Michigan Avenue and Jackson Boulevard , just south of the Art Institute of Chicago and diagonally across the street from Symphony Center… 

WHEN: Thursday, October 5, at 1:00 p.m. 

short re-dedication ceremony will include remarks by Bob O’Neill, president of the Grant Park Conservancy; Deborah R. Card, president of the CSO Association; and Lady Valerie Solti, wife of the late Sir Georg Solti.  A musical selection will be performed by CSO Principal Viola Charles Pikler, who was appointed to the CSO by Sir Georg in 1978. 

Sir Georg Solti, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra’s eighth music director, served from 1969 to 1991, and then held the title of music director laureate until his death in 1997.  Maestro Solti’s arrival in Chicago launched one of the most successful musical partnerships of our time.  The CSO made its first international tour under his direction in 1971, as well as subsequent trips to Europe, Japan and Australia, reinforcing the CSO’s reputation as one of the world’s finest ensembles. 

Sir Georg and the CSO created a prolific recording catalogue.  Sir Georg holds the all-time world record for winning the most Grammy Awards (31).   He was also recognized with the first NARAS Trustees’ Award in 1967 and a 1995 Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award, bringing his total number of statues to 33.  Sir Georg was awarded a knighthood in 1972. 

The Solti bust was created by famous British sculptor and printmaker Dame Elisabeth Frink.  The statue was originally installed in Lincoln Park in October 1987, part of Sir Georg’s 75th birthday celebrations. 

The new Solti Gardens, with landscaping to be completed over the next twelve months, was made possible by funds raised through Lollapalooza, the rock festival held earlier this summer in Grant Park.  The garden site is directly across the street from the Metropolitan Tower, 310 South Michigan Avenue , a Chicago landmark that is currently being transformed into luxury residences proving the increased desirability of the Solti Gardens site. 

please contact Bob O'Neill: 312-927-6795

Grant Park Advisory Council Meeting 

Monday, August 28, 2006 - 6:30 p.m.

Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph just east of Columbus Drive
If you thought Lollapalooza rocked, wait until this meeting. - Just kidding.  As the Grant Park summer festival season comes to a close, please join us for a Grant Park festivals/special events general discussion and a Lollapalooza post-event wrap up. We received all kinds of feedback this summer and we want to discuss it.  There were many different opinions. 

Thank you very much for your interest and participation.

Bob O'Neill
Grant Park Advisory Council
Phone:   312-829-8015

Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy Meeting 

"Bridging the Gap by Playing the Piano" 

Monday, July 10, 2006 - 6:30 p.m.

Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph just east of Columbus Drive 

The Art Institute of Chicago and Millennium Park representatives will give an extensive visual presentation on the design and plans for the pedestrian bridge designed by Renzo Piano.  It is planned to cross Monroe Street from Millennium Park to the new Modern Wing of the Art Institute of Chicago.

We are now also approaching the one-year anniversary of the loss of the Lake Shore Drive  pedestrian connection at Queen's Landing and Buckingham Fountain.  With the Art Institute's new bridge, Grant Park could gain another elegant pedestrian crossing that might inspire Chicago to move forward on a much-needed, grade-separated crossing at Queen's Landing.  Grant Park is quickly becoming home to many pedestrian and bike bridges. 

Thank you very much for your interest and participation.

Bob O'Neill
Grant Park Conservancy
Grant Park Advisory Council
Phone:   312-829-8015
Public meeting on high-rise planned for  830 South Michigan Avenue
Date & Time:  Thursday, June 29, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Jones College Prep, 606 S. State St. 

With all of the talk about the importance of eating right and slimming down, downtown Chicago has decided to give it a try with high-rises.  The Grant Park Advisory Council and Conservancy have held several public meetings and symposiums on the “frame” of buildings bordering Grant Park, as well as meetings with several community leaders.  In recent years, the Grant Park community has recognized the benefit of having taller, thinner, elegant buildings framing Grant Park symmetrically from Roosevelt to Randolph.  Such buildings maximize available sunlight and shape the vibrant Chicago skyline by balancing the taller high-rises at the north end of the park.  They are also environmentally friendly because they use minimal land, are accessible to public transit, and are pedestrian-friendly in design.  

At over 70 stories, a new tower proposed for 830 S. Michigan will be tall and slender, a way to offer balance to the south end of Grant Park.  It will replace an asphalt surface parking lot on Wabash.  As part of the project, the historic YWCA building on Michigan will undergo badly needed renovation.  A new grocery store and restaurant are also part of the project. 

By promoting tall high-rises along Grant Park that will attract both new residents and retail, we can energize the community and park and, in the process, help make the area safer.  Millions of people who enjoy the lakefront as well as drive Lake Shore Drive will have unobstructed views of these new buildings, which deserve to be attractive in design.  Come to this Thursday’s meeting to see what is planned and share your own thoughts on this exciting project. 

Thank you,
Bob O'Neill
Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy Meeting 

Riddle: How might the children's museum cross the road, I mean the river? 
Please come to our meeting to find out. 

Monday, May 8, 2006 - 6:30 p.m.
Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph just east of Columbus Drive. 

The Chicago Children's Museum presents, "Connecting the Community to the Museum."  Chicago Children's Museum representatives will give a thorough update on the proposed move of the Chicago Children's Museum to Grant Park's Daley Bicentennial Plaza and what the impact will be on the park itself and the Grant Park community.  Among much else, the request for proposal process and status will also be discussed.  

Thank you very much for your interest and participation.

Bob O'Neill
Grant Park Conservancy
Grant Park Advisory Council
Phone:   312-829-8015
Fax:        312-243-4095
______________________________________________________________________

Will our Grant Park goose be cooked or will this be the goose that laid the golden egg? 
Grant Park Advisory Council and Conservancy Meeting
Monday, March 13,  2006 - 6:30 p.m.
Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph 
We have received many complaints about non-migratory Canada Geese and the massive amount of droppings in certain areas of the park.  Non-migratory geese are literally covering certain areas of the park.   We are not suggesting goose diapers or any other bird-brained schemes.  Just because this is a meeting about geese, does not mean we are going to enter into the Chicago City Council debates about pate de foie gras. 

The geese have taken over Butler Field (Petrillo Band Shell area) where watching an outdoor movie can be like dodging land mines to put a blanket down.  They have also moved into Daley Bicentennial Plaza.   We are continuing to resolve and improve the delicate balance of nature and humans in an urban setting with solutions that are ecological and environmentally sound as well as educational and innovative. 

UIC scientist/biologist, Dr. Joel Brown is coming to our rescue.  He is an evolutionary ecologist and an expert on animal behavior, particularly foraging behaviors.  Dr. Brown helped us with the Grant Park rabbits and now he is coming back to help with the geese that have over-run parts of the downtown lakefront.  He will present new and innovative ways that are environmentally sensitive to dealing with this issue.  Dr. Brown is a returning guest who is not only a brilliant scientist but he is an engaging speaker, has new, fresh ideas and is very entertaining as well.  Who else would have said that in the evolutionary beauty pageant, rabbits one and rats lost.  He will also discuss possible Grant Park studies. 
It is possible that some of his solutions to our Grant Park geese issues may take flight. 
Thank you very much for your interest and participation. 

Bob O'Neill
Grant Park Conservancy
Grant Park Advisory Council
Phone:   312-829-8015
________________________________________________________________________

This is not child's play or is it? 
Grant Park Advisory Council and Conservancy Meeting 

Tuesday, January 24, 2006 - 6:30pm

Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph 

Presentation of Chicago Children's Museum concept plans (these are very conceptual in nature) for a new museum at Daley Bicentennial Plaza: 

Chicago Children's Museum representatives will give a presentation on the potential move of the Chicago Children's Museum to Grant Park's Daley Bicentennial Plaza from Navy Pier.  This includes concepts for a new field house as well.  

Grant Park is on a roll with the collision of culture, natural beauty and good design all coming together and flourishing in Chicago's front yard.

Thank you very much for your interest and participation,

Bob O'Neill
Grant Park Conservancy

Grant Park Advisory Council Meeting (please note the time change to 7:00 pm)
 

Tuesday, December 13, 2005 - 7:00 p.m.
Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph (just east of Columbus Drive)
 

Grant Park public discussion:

 

We have been inundated with questions and comments about the potential move of the Chicago Children's Museum to Grant Park's Daley Bicentennial Plaza.  We are having a public discussion about this to convey as much accurate information as possible and to get public input on the idea.

 

Also, the long-stalled 1000 S. Michigan Avenue high-rise development has been purchased by Renaissant Development Group. Sales are expected to start in January and to begin construction in the fall of 2006.  This will be built on the remaining, unsightly asphalt surface parking lot on Michigan Avenue on Grant Park.  The Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies and the Columbian condo high-rise recently broke ground on the only other two empty lots on Grant Park on Michigan Avenue.  

 

Renaissant Development Group is also proposing a building for 830 S. Michigan Avenue behind the historic, boarded-up YWCA Building.  The historic building would be renovated.  The high-rise is planned to be near 70 stories.

 

The far southwest corner of Grant Park is within the Near South Tax Increment Financing District.  It is the only portion of Grant Park's roughly 325 acres that are within a TIF district.  Millennium Park at the far northwest corner of Grant Park is contiguous to the Central Loop TIF District and received over $90 million in TIF financing which turned out to be a very successful investment into Grant Park.  The SW corner of Grant Park is still mainly undeveloped and a portion of a very historic park and Chicago's front yard that was never finished even in 2005.  It is still large railroad beds ( the largest in Grant Park), and a
rickety, old, decaying, wooden, 12th St. Metra Station.  This is going to require substantial capital even though the Grant Park Framework Plan envisions a plan far less extensive than Millennium Park to finish this portion in a burgeoning Grant Park community.

 

Thank you for your participation.
 

Bob O'Neill
312-829-8015.
This is more than just a walk in the park:
 

With all of the talk about pedestrian-friendly design, we decided to explore taking it to a whole new level: how about making a walkway more interesting, more attractive and drawing more people to walk or bike along it and at the same time activating a less active area of Grant Park?
 

Grant Park Advisory Council and Conservancy Meeting
 

Monday, October 24, 2005 - 6:30 p.m.
Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph (just east of Columbus Drive across from the BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois Building)
 

The Motion Picture Hall of Fame Foundation will make a presentation about the possibility of a walk in Grant Park honoring our many famous humanitarians, artists, authors, sports figures, architects, business people, musicians, actors/actresses, philanthropists, scientists, media celebrities, planners, political leaders, educators, poets, entertainers and more from Chicago's rich cultural background. 
 

 

Thank you for your participation.
 

Bob O'Neill

312-829-8015

A Lake Michigan Bonanza:

 

Grant Park Advisory Council and Conservancy Meeting
 

"Parkitecture Chicago": panel discussion - Lake Michigan, Harbors, the Lakefront, Ecosystem Partnership
 

Tuesday, October 18, 2005 - 6:30 p.m.
Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph ( just east of Columbus Drive across from the BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois Building)
 

The Chicago Park District and JJR will make a presentation on the District Wide Harbor Planning and Study.  We will have a symposium discussion and public input forum with a panel of talented Chicago architects, landscape architects, and planners to review this.  The Alliance for the Great Lakes will give a presentation on a Lake Michigan Ecosystem Partnership. 

 

Please save this date and we will be sending out the panel information and participants' names in our next email notice.

 

There are close to 5100 boats in Chicago's harbors right now (at least for a few more weeks).  There will be roughly a 50% increase in the demand for boat slips in the next two decades and There is also a trend for higher demand for larger slips for larger boats in the downtown area. 

 

There are currently 9 harbors from the north lakefront to south lakefront.  The initial findings from the Chicago Park District's and JJR's study explore new harbors and additions from the very north to very south lakefront.

 

Also, we want to hear from the community as there can be many public improvements to the landscaping and infrastructure of the lakefront financed by harbor expansion and new harbor creation.  There is increasing demand for boat slips and that the revenue associated with them can help improve harbors and the adjacent shorelines as was done at the new, existing DuSable Harbor.  This was a first rate project with incredible public benefits with little cost to the taxpayers: a derelict part of Grant Park was reenergized, redesigned, re-landscaped and a whole new promenade built.  

 

Building a Partnership for Lake Michigan
 

The Alliance for the Great Lakes is pleased to announce the organization of a Lake Michigan Ecosystem Partnership for Illinois - an officially recognized Partnership for community organizations, local agencies and governments, private business owners and concerned citizens to work together in caring for our coast.

 

Lake Michigan is currently one of the only watersheds in northeastern Illinois without an official partnership in place. This has limited public discussion of how coastal projects can help improve the lake's health, and has made it difficult to evaluate the impacts of coastal changes planning for this needs to start.  There is a shortage of transient slips in Chicago's harbors.  over time. With Illinois' pending application to the federal Coastal Management Program, an Ecosystem Partnership will provide a long-term public forum to help guide Illinois’ coastal planning priorities.  Establishing a Lake Michigan partnership in Illinois will allow a diversity of stakeholders to support coastal restoration and development in keeping with our location on the shoreline of the Great Lakes. 

The Alliance for the Great Lakes is seeking new partners to expand the initial group of applicants to the Ecosystem Partnership program. 

 

Thank you for your participation.

 

Bob O'Neill

312-829-8015.

Grant Park Advisory Council and Conservancy Meeting

Monday, September 12, 2005 - 6:30 p.m.

Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph

Downtown high-rises and the framing of Grant Park:
 

There has been much discussion lately about high-rises and their impact.  Will the frame of Grant Park be completed and the symmetry continued?  Also, what are the advantages to building tall, thin and elegant?  What is the impact on our world-class skyline? 

Samuel Assefa, Deputy Commissioner Department of Planning and Mayor's Office will give an impressive  computer presentation on shaping the skyline and what can be done when buildings are built taller and thinner versus shorter.
 

Christopher Carley and John Ryden Fordham Company  

Thank you very much for your interest and participation,
Bob O'Neill
Grant Park Conservancy
Grant Park Advisory Council
Phone:   312-829-8015
Fax:        312-243-4095


Grant Park Advisory Council public meeting
Thursday, July 21, 2005 at 6:30 pm
Daley Bicentennial Plaza, 337 E. Randolph (across Randolph from the BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois Building)
 
Queen's Landing - the connection between Buckingham Fountain and Buckingham Palace.
 

Earlier this month, the Lake Shore Drive pedestrian/bike crossing connecting Buckingham Fountain to the Lakefront was closed.  Please join us in a public discussion of what this closing might mean for the future of this pedestrian and bike connection in Grant Park.   This could be a great opportunity and the impetus to get it done right.
 

Without burning any bridges, is this now the great opportunity to finally see a first-class pedestrian/bike connection at Queen's Landing?  Will pedestrians and cyclists finally get the royal treatment that they deserve?
 
The Queen's Landing crossing once was programmed in the Illinois Department of Transportation's Highway Improvement Program.
 

Queen's Landing is called that because the Chicago International Trade Fair, which took place on July 3rd thru the 18th in 1959 at Navy Pier, brought Queen Elizabeth II to Chicago.  This was done to celebrate Chicago as a world seaport with the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway.  The main event was the visit to Chicago by Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip.  They sailed down the new seaway in the Britannia royal yacht.  It was the first time in Chicago history that a British monarch who was still serving had come to Chicago and she got off the boat at what is now Queen's Landing to an elaborate celebration Solutions for this crossing have been brought before the public through the Grant Park Advisory Council in the past. 
 
Thank you for your participation!
 

 

Please contact:
 

Bob O'Neill
312-829-8015
Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy public meeting 

Monday, June 27, 2005 at 6:30 pm 
Daley Bicentennial Plaza, 337 E. Randolph (across Randolph from the BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois Building)
 

Windy City Wine Festival comes to the Grant Park rabbit epicenter: 

 

Warning:  Please do not be alarmed if you see the Millennium Park/Grant Park rabbits a little more sluggish - they will be tipsy but healthier with the scientifically-proven health benefits of wine.  Many studies have proven that bunnies with hangovers do less landscape damage the next morning. 
 

Scott Janess and Chad Tennant from InPlay Events will give a presentation on the Windy City Wine Festival.  
 

With Daley Bicentennial Plaza being re-landscaped and re-designed with new trees, bushes, flowers and new park benches and pedestrian paths, there will be a first-ever wine festival in Grant Park!  Daley Bicentennial Plaza has been planted with many new elms, magnolias, crab apples and yew and rose bushes.  The work is just finishing up this week with new perennial gardens. Who would have guessed that Daley Bicentennial Plaza would become a much-desired area for events? First there was the Green at Grant Park on the south end of Daley Bicentennial Plaza, and then there was Art Chicago in Butler Field across Monroe St. from Daley Bicentennial Plaza and now a Wine Festival in Daley Bicentennial Plaza.  The area is so beautiful and with the Millennium Park Bridge connection directly to the area, it is now teaming with people and has been activated and has become a destination.  The transformation is incredible.

 

The Wine Festival will be held in Daley Bicentennial Plaza on September 10 and 11th.  

 
Thank you for your participation!
Bob O'Neill
Phone:   312-829-8015
Fax:        312-243-4095

Parkitecture 2005
Grant Park Advisory Council 
Tuesday, May 17, 2005 at 6:30 pm 
Daley Bicentennial Plaza, 337 E. Randolph (Grant Park's Field house)

 
There is currently a trio of high profile, residential high-rise projects being planned facing Michigan Avenue but not directly on it.   The 72-story high-rise planned for 21-29 S Wabash, the 830 S Michigan Avenue high-rise (planned for behind the YWCA Building), and the Fourth Presbyterian Church high-rise are generating both much praise and criticism.  Given the cultural, economic and environmental virtues of downtown high-rise living with all its resultant energy and active street life, why the controversy?   This question and others will be addressed in our continuing Parkitecture series.
 
The community surrounding Grant Park is a world-class community with many new residents energizing both the park and the city.  The dream of making Chicago's downtown a 24-hour, 7-days-per-week community is quickly becoming a reality.  We are seeing things never seen before around Grant Park.  People are walking at all hours and on weekends along South Michigan Avenue, quality restaurants and retail establishments are moving in, there are more parents with young children, and dogs are being walked in many areas of Grant Park - all positive signs that there is a vibrant and significant Grant Park residential community taking hold.  Grant Park with its much-improved beauty, nature, maintenance and culture is a very important catalyst to creating this vibrant community.
 
Please join us and our distinguished panel for this important discussion.  The panel will include:
 

Jack Guthman, Partner, Shefsky & Froelich.
 
John Lahey, President, Solomon Cordwell Buenz & Associates.  
 
Thomas Kerwin, President, AIA Chicago and Partner, Skidmore Owings & Merrill.
 
James Peters, Director of Preservation Planning, Landmarks Preservation Council of Illinois.
 
Thank you for your participation, 
 Bob O’Neill
 Phone:   312-829-8015


Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy public meeting 
Tuesday, April 26, 2005 at 6:30 pm 
Daley Bicentennial Plaza, 337 E. Randolph (across Randolph from the BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois Building)

 

There are 300 additional, beautiful acres of Grant Park beyond Millennium Park's 25 beautiful acres.  Please come out and explore these other acres and help us make them more attractive and interesting.  There is much to see and do. 
 

“Art Chicago in the Park:” Grant Park that is, and Butler Field (Petrillo Band Shell area) has not seen so much action since the Pope's historic two-day visit or the huge celebration of the 1998 Bulls NBA Championship.
 
I have received many calls and emails asking what is going up/going on in Grant Park.  People have said they have never seen such a huge, almost month-long set up and others have said that they thought it was the beginnings of Lollapalooza 2005 or the Grant Park Skate Park or something else really big.  Well, it is something really big - the infrastructure for Art Chicago.

 

Art Chicago, which has been staged for the past 12 years in Chicago, mainly at Navy Pier, is moving from Navy Pier to Grant Park's Butler Field.  They are setting up for its run from April 29 to May 2.  The evening of April 28 is an opening night event.

 

Thomas Blackman, President of Art Chicago, will make a presentation on Art Chicago in the Park, an international contemporary art fair.  This is the new beginning for Art Chicago in state-of-the-art tent structures of 60,000 square feet.   There has been an international art fair in Chicago for the past 25 years and Thomas Blackman has been producing one since 1993 and specifically at Navy Pier since 1995.  Please come see what it will be in Grant Park.
This is the first time it will be in Grant Park, proving that Grant Park is becoming very sought after for many events.   Art Chicago will feature an outdoor sculptor garden and will be a huge art show under two very large tents.  There will also be other cultural events.


 

There are going to be more interesting outdoors events in Grant Park this year. We are going to continue to balance the many uses of Grant Park.  We want to encourage the energizing of the park, making it more interesting and more of a destination but also want to make sure that these events leave the park in better shape than they find it. Grant Park is becoming increasingly highly desirable for many events because it is Chicago's front yard, centrally located, has the backdrop of Chicago's breathtaking skyline and is much more beautiful than it has ever been.  It affords a great opportunity for outdoor summer events.  Millions of people converge on the park every year and it is a catalyst for energizing and activating downtown Chicago and this is a great opportunity to see that the park is improved with the extra funds raised from these events.  Many people have worked hard to improve the park making it highly desirable for such outdoor events and we will have more funds going back into improving Grant Park.  We also work to make sure that these events are increasingly staged in a very responsible and respectful manner.

 

We work closely with the community and public, the Chicago Park District, the City of Chicago, and the Chicago Police Department in balancing all of these issues and we want to see Grant Park infrastructure, landscaping and the Grant Park community benefit from it.  It is in all of our best interests.  Those staging these programs can attract more people to their events with a well-maintained and improved Grant Park and the visitor’s experience is a much better one.  The clever orientation of speakers at some of the louder events goes a long way to improving them for the community as well.

 

Thank you for your participation, 
 
Bob O’Neill
Phone:   312-829-8015

The Grant Park Conservancy and Grant Park Advisory Council ask you to please help us this Earth Day Weekend: Saturday, April 23, 2005 to:
 
Mulch Trees in Grant Park
April 23 (Earth Day Observed)
9 a.m. until Noon


Meet at the grove of trees on the northwest corner of Lake Shore Drive and Jackson (Butler Field) -look for the mulch pile.

For further information please contact: Bob O'Neill 829-8015 or e-mail boboneill@grantparkconservancy.com

Sponsored by the Grant Park Conservancy, Grant Park Advisory Council, Friends of the Parks, Openlands Project's TreeKeepers, and Affiliate Skateboards


Burn 300 calories an hour, give back to your community, have fun and enjoy spring in Chicago Invite you to mulch trees, clean up and get a great work out in Grant Park on:
 Saturday, April 23 from 9 AM - 12 noon (Earth Day Weekend)

Meet at the grove of trees just west of Lake Shore Drive on Jackson Street (north side of street). Look for the mulch pile
Mulching trees not only makes the landscaping look great but really helps the trees by conditioning the soil allowing more water absorption, preventing weeds, keeping lawn mowers away from the trees and is great exercise!  
Mulching works the major muscle groups by the digging of the mulch, placing it in wheelbarrows, transporting it to the trees and spreading the mulch around the base of the trees.  This can burn 300 calories an hour!  We call it constructive exercising or exercising with a community and environmental benefit.
Please come and give back to Chicago's "front yard,” get some great exercise, have fun and feel good about contributing to the beauty of this great city! 
RSVP:
boboneill@grantparkconservancy.com
[image: image1.jpg]





Affiliate and other skateboarders are happy to be involved
This will also kick off the Grant Park Advisory Council's and Grant Park Conservancy's spring, summer and fall TreeKeepers program for regular, volunteer tree care of Grant Park trees.  

Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy public meeting 
Tuesday, April 12, 2005 at 6:30 pm 
Daley Bicentennial Plaza, 337 E. Randolph (across Randolph from the BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois Building)
 
How will Flower Power “Manifest” itself in Grant Park this spring?  Please read below for the answer.
 

With the arrival of spring, we bring you bright colors to Grant Park’s outdoor stages, both natural and human created.  

 

The Chicago Park District will give a colorful presentation on the Grant Park gardens which promise to be the most creative and imaginative yet.  

 

Columbia College Chicago will present the details and images of ‘Spectacle Fortuna' which will be the centerpiece of its Manifest celebrations.  We will see a vivid presentation of what to expect this year out in Grant Park from this celebration.  'Spectacle Fortuna' also has a nature theme running through it with symbols of flowers, birds, water, peonies and wind.


Adam Schwerner, Director of Horticulture at the Chicago Park District will give a presentation on the Grant Park gardens, which prove that beauty and creativity can still shine through even under tighter budget constraints.   Chicago architect, Robert Kleinschmidt has donated his time and designed two of Grant Park’s gardens making them even more beautiful and creative.  Some of the “Art in the Garden” will remain another season and be rearranged.  We will see plans for a large, organic, ornamental vegetable garden that will not only be beautiful, educational, healthy, environmentally friendly, and creative, but the produce from it will be sold. 

 

Jennifer Friedrich, professor at Columbia College and founder of Chicago’s Incurable Theater, will present 'Spectacle Fortuna,' the finale of Columbia College's Manifest celebrations. ‘SPECTACLE FORTUNA’

What is ‘Spectacle Fortuna’?  It is an urban arts festival and celebration of the collaborative and creative potential of peoples’ hands, hearts, and minds at Columbia College Chicago.  Realized through music, procession, street spectacle, and community ritual, ‘Spectacle Fortuna’ brings art into the avenues, performance to the public, and the whole Columbia Community out of their classrooms, studios and offices and into the streets and Grant Park!

 

'Spectacle Fortuna' will take place on Friday, June 3rd at 7:15pm on the corner of 11th Street and Wabash Avenue in the South Loop. The procession will explode onto the street and follow Wabash Avenue to Harrison Street and conclude in Grant Park with a grand finale at the Manifest main stage in Grant Park's beautiful Spirit of Music Garden.

Do you act, dance, write, build, paint, sew or just want to seize the opportunity to be a part of a large-scale street spectacle? Now’s your chance and Columbia College makes it easy!  Over the next two months the people behind ‘Spectacle Fortuna’ will be holding several series of workshops and meetings where the Columbia community can meet, create and use their artwork in the Spectacle Fortuna. The workshops are free and open to the Columbia College Community.

Thank you for your participation!
 
Bob O'Neill
Phone:   312-829-8015 

Grant Park Advisory Council/Grant Park Conservancy

 Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy public meeting 

Tuesday, March 29, 2005 at 6:30 pm 
Daley Bicentennial Plaza, 337 E. Randolph (across Randolph from the BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois Building)
 

Public input meeting for the proposed Grant Park skate park:
 

Even though spring has arrived, we don't believe we are skating on thin ice with this one. 
 

We have met with skateboarders and they will be attending this presentation as the ultimate users of the skate park.  Along with skateboard enthusiasts, we will be making a presentation on their work with Chicago Park District's skate parks and skateboarding in general in urban areas.  As part of our continuing collaboration with Columbia College Chicago, UIC and IIT, we have reached out to UIC's College of Architecture and the Arts and we are working with architecture professors, Doug Garofalo, Clare Lyster and Geoffrey Goldberg and have integrated the Grant Park skate park into their studio class design project.  A presentation will be given on some of the preliminary designs as well as the site and its relationship to the area.  Robert Foster, the Chicago Park District's project manager, will be attending.  
 

As skateboarding is banned on downtown sidewalks, streets, and in Millennium Park,  this is part of our compromise to provide a safe, central location for skateboarding and at the same time, reduce the destruction to the decorative infrastructure in Grant Park and downtown plazas.  We also want to encourage people to use and explore more of Grant Park.  There are 300 additional, beautiful acres of Grant Park beyond Millennium Park's 25 beautiful acres.  Please come out and explore these other acres and help us make them more attractive and interesting.  There is much to see and do.
 

We believe in the power of collaboration involving the many diverse park users, colleges and universities, the community, cultural institutions and government.  We view Grant Park as an active, outdoor cultural and arts "incubator"  - Chicago’s lively, outdoor civic center.  The integration of our universities, artists, scientists, architects and students can help us solve many issues facing Grant Park through design, art, science and understanding.  
 

Thank you for your participation!
 

Bob O'Neill
Phone:   312-829-8015

Wednesday, February 23, 2005 at 7:00 pm at Columbia College Chicago.
Who let the dogs out?  We did:
 

Please join the Grant Park Advisory Council, Conservancy, South Loop Dog P.A.C and Chicago Park District for a Grant Park dog park (Grant Bark Park) meeting.   We will be reviewing the more detailed design of the dog park.   Please do not be left barking up the wrong tree this spring when construction begins.
 

The dog park has been designed into Chicago's largest and most elegant dog park befitting Chicago's beautiful front yard, Grant Park.   
 
Columbia College Chicago is graciously hosting us at their Music Center’s Concert Hall at 1014 S. Michigan Avenue right on Grant Park:
 
After balancing many community needs and input from dog owners, those without dogs, rabbits, skateboarders, rollerbladers, tennis players, volleyball players and you name it; we have finalized the alternative Grant Park site for the Grant Park dog park with the Chicago Park District and South Loop Dog P.A.C.  This new site is on the east side of the IC Railroad tracks and just north of the new 11th Street pedestrian bridge.  The Grant Park dog park is also just west of Columbus Drive and south of the tennis courts and southwest of the proposed skateboard park.  It is scheduled to be built this Spring, 2005 in Grant Park so please come and see the final design.
 

The Chicago Park District will be making the presentation of the new design.
 

Thank you for your participation and interest!
 

Bob O'Neill
312-829-8015.

Grant Park Advisory Council meeting 
Tuesday, January 18, 2005 at 6:30 pm 
Daley Bicentennial Plaza, 337 E. Randolph
 

Our quest continues to give Grant Park the elegant frame that it deserves.  Grant Park is framed by the Historic Michigan Boulevard Wall, the quickly forming South Roosevelt Road Wall, the North Randolph Wall and now it is time to discuss the final piece of its frame: Lake Michigan, Chicago's greatest natural resource. 
 
The Lake Michigan Federation will give a presentation on the Federal Coastal Management Program, Northerly Island habitat restoration and outdoor recreation recommendations and adopt a beach program.  Illinois intends to join the federal Coastal Management Program. In order to do so, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources is developing a Coastal Management Plan that will incorporate addressing lakefront communities’ most pressing concerns: habitat restoration, water quality, keeping our beaches open and more. 
As the Chicago Park District designs the new nature park on Northerly Island, they are seeking public input on what the landscape should include and what activities should be offered.  Learn more about the Lake Michigan Federation’s habitat restoration and outdoor recreation recommendations that would bring nature to the city’s downtown lakefront.
Grant Park's Lakefront Promenade 
The promenade is crumbling and the Grant Park Framework Plan calls for creating terraces that step down into the water from the promenade and facilitate access to and interaction with the water.   The terraces will also create theater like seating overlooking the harbor with Lake Rooms, activated by their association with Lake Michigan.   Currently, the Grant Park lakefront is a harsh, crumbling concrete walkway almost forming a barrier to the water. 
The Framework Plan calls for transforming Grant Park's  Lakefront from a "circulation conduit into a city-wide destination by activating it with pedestrian seating, lighting and lake rooms as areas of activity along the promenade" - not just an area to walk by but one to stay and enjoy.
Metropolitan Tower
We will also have a presentation by Metropolitan Properties of Chicago on the conversion of the famous 310 S. Michigan Avenue Building to condominiums.  Metropolitan Tower, formerly the Britannica Center (Straus Building) was designed by Graham, Anderson, Probst & White, the architects of many of Chicago's most famous buildings: the Wrigley Building, Civic Opera Building, Merchandise Mart and more.  Metropolitan Properties has also converted the top floors of the McCormick Building at 330 S. Michigan Avenue to condominiums.  
Thank you,


Bob O'Neill
Phone:   312-829-8015

New meeting location:
 

The School of the Art Institute’s Columbus Drive Building, (Near the corner of Jackson and Columbus) Room 110 on the first floor.  This is not the entrance near Monroe but near Jackson on Columbus.

 

Grant Park Advisory Council meeting 
Tuesday, December 14, at 6:30 pm., 
 Please join the Chicago Park District and us in a presentation of a major new sculptural installation — Agora -- by world-renowned, Polish artist Magdalena Abakanowicz.  One hundred iron figures, nearly nine feet tall, will be created in Poland as a gift to Chicago, a Sister City of Warsaw, the first international city to become a “sister city” of Chicago.  Agora will consist of figures walking in multiple directions or standing still.  Like individuals, each will be uniquely created.  

Mary Jane Jacob, Chair of the Sculpture Department and professor at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, will give a slide presentation on Magdalena Abakanowicz and the Chicago Park District's Department of Planning will present the siting, design and planning for the park space.
The artist has donated the design and is fabricating the sculpture in Poznan, Poland, with Polish artists who are generously volunteering their time.   Today, Chicago is the largest city of Poles outside Warsaw.

The prominent location of the northeast corner of Michigan Avenue and Roosevelt Road is being considered for this public sculpture.  This corner is one of the last remaining, unfinished landscaped rooms envisioned by Daniel Burnham and Edward Bennett for Grant Park.  Starting from Millennium Park at Randolph to Roosevelt Road along Michigan Avenue there are several defined, landscaped rooms with art, culture, activity, and beautiful landscaping creating Grant Park destinations.  This location is a gateway to the South Loop and Near West Side as it is connected literally and figuratively (sculptures on the bridge represent UIC) by the Roosevelt Road Bridge to the UIC community and campus.  It is also the site of one of the city’s historic entry points for immigrants and migrants during the much of the 20th century.      

In 1982 her first U.S. retrospective was organized by Chicago’s Museum of Contemporary Art, bringing her work for the first time to American audiences.  More recently, in 2001 she showed one of her largest crowds, 9 received an honorary doctorate from The School of the Art Institute of Chicago.  Awards have been conferred by the Royal College of Art, London; Rhode Island School of Design, Academy of Fine Arts. Lódź, Poland; and Pratt Institute, New York.  In 2005 Abakanowicz will receive the International Sculpture Center’s Lifetime Achievement in Contemporary Sculpture Award.   Abakanowicz's work can be seen at: the Nasher Museum, Dallas; Nelson-Atkins Museum, Kansas City; National Gallery, Washington, D.C.; and Israel Museum, Jerusalem; Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago; Centre Georges Pompidou, Musée National d’Art Moderne, Paris; Ludwig Museum, Cologne; Sezon Museum, Tokyo; Australian National Gallery of Art, Canberra; Sun Jeu Museum, South Korea; and Center for Contemporary Art Warsaw.  Recent solo exhibitions include the Roof Garden of the Metropolitan Museum in New York, and Jardins du Palais Royal in Paris.  She has major installation commissions in Italy, Japan, South Korea, Israel, and Lithuania—with Chicago to join these sites. 

The status of the Daphne sculptures will also be discussed.

Thank you very much for your participation and interest!

 

Bob O'Neill
Phone:   312-829-8015

Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy meeting 

 

Thursday, December 9, at 6:30 pm.

 

BlueCross BlueShield Building:  300 E. Randolph - conference center
 

Please join us for a presentation by Central Station Development and their architects of its proposed new condominium buildings to be located on Roosevelt Road facing Grant Park - the "South Wall". 
 

We have invited the Dearborn Park Advisory Council, Greater South Loop Association, Near South Planning Board and South Loop Neighbors to participate and invite their members as well.   We also arranged meetings with the presidents of these organizations.

 

The Grant Park Conservancy and Grant Park Advisory Council have sponsored many Parkitecture symposiums including two discussing the important "South Wall" of Grant Park.  Our Parkitecture program is a popular series of symposiums about architecture and design in and around Grant Park featuring panel discussions involving an array of prominent architects, designers, artists, developers, professors and deans, and city and park district officials.  Due to our long history and involvement with Grant Park, the Chicago Park District and the City of Chicago,  the Central Station developers have asked us to host this meeting so that the public can view the plans of these important buildings that will help frame and anchor the south end of Grant Park.  
 
Thank you very much for your participation and interest!

 

 

Bob O'Neill
Phone:   312-829-8015
Is GPAC hip?  How hip?

 

To find out please answer the question, what does Grant Park have in common with a: grom, hip ollie, jetty ledge, shifty/9090, ollie, nollie, wallride, wheelburn, halfpipe, and a deck?  The answer: skateboards and skateboarders.  
 

Grant Park Advisory Council meeting 

 

Tuesday, November 23, 2004 at 6:30 pm.

 

Daley Bicentennial Plaza, 337 E. Randolph
 

We have asked our speakers to enter the meeting on skateboards doing a shifty/9090 
(just kidding).
  

1st District Chicago Police Commander Thomas Byrne and Lieutenant Robert Lajewski will talk about the stepped up enforcement to prevent property damage and destruction in Grant Park and the many downtown corporate plazas.  

 

Robert Foster, from the Chicago Park District’s Planning Department will give a presentation on Park District skateboard parks.  There are two permanent ones and others, which are temporary in Chicago parks.
 

We want to work on a solution to the skateboarder damage and build awareness of the issue as well as explore a possible temporary or moveable skateboard area for somewhere in downtown Chicago perhaps even Grant Park.  We are looking at a double-pronged approach to solving the issue.  There has been much damage to expensive granite, decorative railings, benches and more.  A balanced approach may be a downtown skateboard park.
 

You have all heard of Twiggy the water skiing squirrel; well as hard as we tried we could not find a skateboarding turkey for our meeting for the week of Thanksgiving.
 

Thank you for your participation and interest!

 

 

Bob O'Neill
Phone:   312-829-8015
Fax:        312-243-4095
The Fine Arts Building owner has graciously agreed to let us hold the dog park meeting there.  I have even attached a photograph of the beautiful courtyard looking onto the gallery where the meeting will be held.

 

Location: The Fine Arts Building Gallery at the Fine Arts Building at 410 S. Michigan Avenue, Suite 433 - where dogs, parks and art meet.  Come see the beautiful court yard  - the Fine Arts Building Gallery looks out over the fountain and landscaped court yard.

Refusing to be dogged by the location of the new Grant Park dog park the

 

Grant Park Advisory Council and the Grant Park Conservancy present:
 

Grant Park Dog Park 2004!!!
 

Thursday, October 14, 2004 at 6:30 pm at the Fine Arts Building Gallery at the Fine Arts Building at 410 S. Michigan Avenue, Suite 433
 
We have been rooting for the underdog for quite awhile, in this case it is the alternative site for the Grant Park dog park.  After balancing all kinds of community needs and input from both dog owners and the dogless, we have worked out an alternative Grant Park site for the Grant Park dog park with the Chicago Park District.   We worked closely with the Greater South Loop Association, the South Loop Dog P.A.C., and South Loop Neighbors.
 

Whether it is rabbits, dogs or any other furry or feathered creatures in Grant Park,  we come to the rescue.  
 

We needed to find an alternative location that was even better for all parties involved and we have found one working with the Chicago Park District.
 

The Chicago Park District will be making a presentation on the new location.
 

Thank you for your participation and interest! Please contact:
 

Bob O'Neill
Phone:   312-829-8015

Parkitecture 2004:  "encouraging and supporting the creation of the landmarks of tomorrow, today"
 

Please join the Grant Park Advisory Council and the Grant Park Conservancy for another Parkitecture public meeting.

Monday, September 20, 2004
6:30 p.m.
Daley Bi-Centennial Plaza
337 E Randolph, in Grant Park across from the BlueCross BlueShield Building 
 

The first public unveiling of the design for the new Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies building to be built at 610 S. Michigan Avenue (currently an empty lot) right north of their current building at 618 N. Michigan Avenue.  Dr. Howard Sulkin, President of the Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies and Mark Sexton, of the architectural firm of Krueck and Sexton, will give a presentation on the new building.  The building promises to be cutting edge, innovative, interesting, sculptural, full of natural light, and like nothing before it.  It will also fill in another missing gap of the beautiful smile that is the Michigan Avenue street wall.
 

The new building will be a new space for all of Chicago and its guests from around the world.  It will have enhanced exhibition, library and classroom space, and new features such as:
· a state-of-the-art theater for live performances and film 
· than education center for children, parents and teachers 

· a more comprehensive gift shop with street access 

· space for community events, cultural festivals and celebrations 

· a rooftop garden with spectacular views of Grant Park and Lake Michigan  

Parkitecture is a popular series of symposiums about architecture and design in and around Grant Park featuring panel discussions involving an array of prominent architects, designers, planners, professors and deans, and city and park district officials.  It is about encouraging and supporting the e only kosher restaurant in downtown Chicago creation of the landmarks of tomorrow, today.


Also,
Through the involvement of passionate citizens, a very enlightened city administration, the Chicago Park District, and the unwavering mission of the Grant Park Advisory Council and the commitment and resources of the Grant Park Conservancy, incredible progress has been made over the past short years in our great "Front Yard," Grant Park.  Please join us in both celebrating our collective accomplishments, and in outlining the path to be forged ahead.  Your participation in this grand endeavor called Grant Park has been vital in the past, and becomes even more important in the upcoming years.  Be proud of where we've come and excited about where we are headed.

The "State of the Park" will be a multi-media presentation showing "before and after" photos and the contrast is more shocking than you've seen on infomercials.  The transformation has been nothing short of incredible; however Chicago's citizens cannot rest on their laurels... there is much work to be done. 
 

As always, thank you very much for your participation!
 

Bob O'Neill
312-829-8015
