Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy public meeting
 

Monday, November 12, 2007 - 6:30 p.m.

Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph just east of Columbus Drive.

Daley Bicentennial Plaza new park construction and the rebuilding of the East Monroe Street Garage.

We want to hear your ideas and suggestions about what you would like to see created in the new park and get input about garage construction.  In a 99-year concession sale and lease, Morgan Stanley and Laz Parking ( garage operators) have leased four Grant Park garages for $563 million.  This is the first such undertaking of a public parking system in the country.  One of the garages, the East Monroe Garage, at Daley Bicentennial Plaza,  has to be rebuilt in the very near future.  Unfortunately, as can be determined so far, the entire park on top of it has to be removed.  This means that the greenspace directly east of Millennium Park,  from Randolph to Monroe and from the Cancer Survivor's Garden to Columbus Drive has to be removed to rebuild the garage underneath.  Should this be done in phases or all at once?  We are still trying to determine if any of the many large, beautiful honey locust trees, at the very east and west ends of the property, can be saved.  

The positive aspect of rebuilding the underground garage is that it also affords an incredible opportunity to create a whole new, interesting, and world-class park space on the other side of  the BP Bridge from Millennium Park.  The timing of this opportunity is great in that so many international projects are coming to fruition in and around Grant Park and being financed through public/private partnerships during one of Chicago's greatest renaissances.

The $563 million Grant Park garage concession sale and lease was broken down as follows:
· $122 million will go toward Chicago Park District park improvements in many neighborhoods throughout the city.
· $35 million will be used to rebuild the Daley Bicentennial Plaza park greenspace when the East Monroe Garage is rebuilt in the near future.  This new garage is estimated to cost over $60 million and will be paid for by the lessee.
· $120 million will be reserved to generate income to replace the income lost from the garages when operated by the Chicago Park District.
· $278 million will pay off all of the debt associated with all of the public garages.
· $8 million was/will be used for fees.
Please come out and give us your input and ideas about what could be built at Daley Bicentennial Plaza over the garage.
Grant Park continues to be Chicago's ever-improving front yard to the world as a downtown, lively outdoor civic center in a botanic garden setting.  It is also financing well over $125 million in neighborhood park improvements in many neighborhoods throughout the city and that does not include the millions of dollars in new property tax revenue generated by all of the new residential construction around the park.

Thank you very much for your interest and participation.

Please contact:

Bob O'Neill
Completing Grant Park's South Wall and its Frame:  
 

The Central Station Development team will make a presentation on two new high-rises to complete the South Wall of Grant Park along Roosevelt Road.  There are currently two high-rises under construction and two more planned to finish the wall.  
 

          Thursday, October 4, 2007 - 6:00 p.m.
 

Location: Roosevelt University, Congress Lounge, 430 South Michigan Avenue, 2nd Floor.
Thank you for your interest and participation.

 

Chicago Children's Museum meeting tonight in Grant Park at Daley Bicentennial Plaza Field House.  

 

We really need you to show your support for this very important project.  Please come to the meeting tonight.  Grant Park's success and international status are at stake. Grant Park is all of Chicago's park, it is our front yard!  It does not belong to any one community but to all of Chicago's communities! This is, at a minimum, a city-wide issue not just a neighborhood issue.  

 

Grant Park is also an international park and we need to show the world that we have the vision and leadership that will help us attract the 2016 Olympics.  

 

Monday,  September 10, 2007 - 6:30 p.m.

 

Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph ( just east of Columbus Drive across from the BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois Building)

Chicago Children's Museum officials will give a presentation of the brand-new design for the Museum.  The building has been completely redesigned and is very green.  They have listened to our requests that it be as green as possible and be lowered farther into the park.  It has been.

 

These are some of the Chicago Children's Museum at Daley Bicentennial Plaza advantages:

 

It is a building per building replacement thus there is not a net gain of a building in Grant Park.  

Provides children with a museum and additional facility in the Grant Park in a central location.  We need more children in Grant Park!  It is, after all, a park!  Children will be able to interact with, and learn from people from all over the world already coming to visit Millennium Park and Grant Park. 

Grant Park and Chicago will get a newly-constructed,  state-of-the-art field house without funds coming from the Chicago Park District.  Park District officials have repeated that funds for a new field house will not be released any time in the near future because of the increased demand for ones in other neighborhood parks.  

Will allow for more funds to go to neighborhood parks.  Grant Park generates millions of dollars for Chicago's neighborhoods.

Millennium Park's incredible international success brings people over the Millennium Park Bridge and a destination, gathering place and attraction are sorely needed.  What will be built and how will it be funded, if not the museum?   Minimal traffic impact as many visitors will walk, take public transit and school buses will use middle-level Randolph to drop off and pick up visitors.   We believe that Grant Park is Chicago's lively, outdoor civic center in a beautiful, green setting that is open, green and active and will continue to be.  It is a true urban success story.   Helps Chicago attract the 2016 Olympics.  

 

We would never support a project that did not enhance Grant Park and we have worked for many years to green up the park, make it more attractive, accessible, cultural, and GREEN!   We are, first and foremost, green space advocates and Grant Park is more green and attractive than it has ever been in its history!  Grant Park is becoming a truly diverse place for people from all walks of life to interact.   

Thank you for your interest and participation.

Please contact:

Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy public meeting

Monday,  August 20, 2007 - 6:30 p.m.

Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph ( just east of Columbus Drive across from the BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois Building)

Grant Park's DuSable Harbor Building presentation:
 

The Chicago Park District is constructing the new DuSable Harbor building this year.  This new structure will be built west of DuSable Harbor and north of Randolph.  It will finally replace the unattractive trailers but be built just to the north of them.  GPAC/GPC, Woodhouse Architects and the Chicago Park District will be making the presentation.  
 

We have worked to make the new harbor building Grant Park's greenest building complete with permeable pavers, a real green roof that is bermed into the park, a café, public washrooms, and more.  The building is very low-profile and very green.  It will also solve a pedestrian/bicycle traffic issue with a new and improved rerouting of a small portion of the path.   Also, we were able to secure funding for a realistic sculpture of Jean Baptist Pointe DuSable for the location and we will discuss this.
 

We are hopeful that the DuSable Harbor Building will set a higher standard for greener structures in and near Grant Park.  The Daley Bicentennial Plaza Field House and the East Monroe Garage are the next structures to be rebuilt in the very near future.

Thank you for your interest and participation. 
Please contact:
Bob O'Neill 
Phone:   312-829-8015
Dear Grant Park friends, 

Please help Lake Michigan! The Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy are looking for volunteers this Saturday, July 21 anytime between 9:00 a.m and 12:00 noon to collect petition signatures or come out and sign a petition at Buckingham Fountain as part of the Chicago Park District's "Save Our Lake Initiative."  This effort is part of a larger initiative by the City of Chicago to stop the BP (British Petroleum) plan explained below. As many of you may have heard or read in the news this week, there is a planned expansion at BP's oil refinery just around the bend from Chicago in Whiting, Indiana.  As part of this deal, Indiana will allow BP to release large additional amounts of ammonia and industrial sludge that will pollute Lake Michigan.  

Today's Chicago Tribune Metro section also contains an extensive article. Petition volunteers or those coming to sign a petition,  need to meet at Buckingham Fountain where petition volunteers will receive a free t-shirt, petition forms, clip boards, pens, and further instructions.   

Thank you!  

TO VOLUNTEER, GET A PETITION, OR FOR MORE INFORMATION:  

E-Mail Bob O'Neill at: boboneill@grantparkconservancy.com or call: (312) 829-8015, or (312) 927-6795 (cell) 

Lake Michigan Will Thank You...


Location changed to Roosevelt University: 430 S. Michigan Avenue - 2nd Floor, 6:30 p.m. 

We owe a very special thanks to Roosevelt University for accommodating us on such short notice!   Roosevelt U rocks! Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy public meeting 

Monday,  June 18, 2007 - 6:30 p.m. 

 Roosevelt University - Congress Lounge - 430 South Michigan Avenue ( Michigan Avenue and Congress) - 2nd Floor overlooking beautiful Grant Park, Congress Plaza and Buckingham Fountain in the world-famous, Louis Sullivan-designed Auditorium Building at Roosevelt University.
Lollapalooza 2007

Please come out and give us and Lollapalooza officials your input on Lollapalooza 2007 in Grant Park.  This year's Lollapalooza will be: August 3-5, 2007.  We want to hear from you to make this a better event and work to reduce concerns. We have diligently negotiated many improvements from Lollapalooza for Grant Park.  This year,  the Court of Presidents, home of the Lincoln Statue, is being planted with over 100 new crab apple trees and next year there will be another 100 trees planted to restore this beautiful,  historic area.  Many of the old crab apple trees died or were blown over by storms.  A reforestation of this magnitude has not been done in decades and is being done by the Chicago Park District and Grant Park Conservancy and Advisory Council working together.  Hutchinson Field is also being restored of its almost 2000 historic lilac and crab apple trees.  

Solti Garden is being substantially funded by Lollapalooza in Grant Park. Lollapalooza = treesapalooza helping to green up Chicago's front yard.
Because this is a meeting about Lollapalooza:  Roosevelt University rocks!

Thank you very much for your interest and participation.

Please contact:
Bob O'Neill
312-829-8015
Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy public meeting

Monday,  June 18, 2007

Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph just east of Columbus Drive.

Lollapalooza 2007

Please come out and give us and Lollapalooza officials your input on Lollapalooza 2007 in Grant Park.  This year's Lollapalooza will be: August 3-5, 2007.  We want to hear from you to make this a better event and work to reduce concerns.We have diligently negotiated many improvements from Lollapalooza for Grant Park.  This year,  the Court of Presidents, home of the Lincoln Statue, is being planted with over 100 new crab apple trees and next year there will be another 100 trees planted to restore this beautiful,  historic area.  Many of the old crab apple trees died or were blown over by storms.  A reforestation of this magnitude has not been done in decades and is being done by the Chicago Park District and Grant Park Conservancy and Advisory Council working together.  Hutchinson Field is also being restored of its almost 2000 historic lilac and crab apple trees.  

Solti Garden is being substantially funded by Lollapalooza in Grant Park.Lollapalooza = treesapalooza helping to green up Chicago's front yard.Thank you very much for your interest and participation.

Please contact:
Bob O'Neill Phone:   
312-829-8015
Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy public meeting
 

Tuesday, May 29, 2007 - 6:30 p.m.

Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph just east of Columbus Drive.
Chicago Children's Museum  
Please come out and give us your input on the newest plans for the museum.
Thank you very much for your interest and participation.

Please contact:
Bob O'Neill 
Phone:   312-829-8015
Earth Day Celebration with ComEd and Exelon   Grant Park Conservancy and Grant Park Advisory Council  

When:  Saturday, April 21, 2007 from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Where: Meet at Grant Park - Daley Bicentennial Plaza,  337 E. Randolph just east of Columbus Drive across from the BlueCross BlueShield Building. 

You can skip the gym on Saturday: we will offer you a work out that will burn just as many calories and build muscle plus help the environment and Grant Park - Chicago's front yard and the 2016 Olympics celebration central!  Grant Park is Chicago's front yard and lively, outdoor civic center to the world, please come out and show your civic pride.  ComEd and Exelon are sending out many volunteers as they did last year making it a huge volunteer effort.  Please help us make this the biggest Earth Day celebration right in Chicago's front yard.   We will be mulching trees (by working with the Chicago Park District, we have worked to get 1000's of trees planted in Grant Park, close to two thousand in the last year). We will also be picking up left-over winter litter and debris. It's great exercise, it's productive, it's fun and it helps our trees and the environment.

Thank you! 

Bob O'Neill
Grant Park ConservancyGrant Park Advisory Council
cell: 312-927-6795

Please join us to be more inSpired as the Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy host: 

 

Developer Garrett Kelleher and world-renowned architect, Santiago Calatrava to present new plans for DuSable Park and the final design of the Chicago Spire. 
 

This Monday, March 26th, 2007 – 12:15 p.m.

Location: The Grainger Ballroom at Symphony Center, 220 South Michigan Avenue - located on the second floor of Symphony Center. The Grainger Ballroom is one of the most elegant special event venues in Chicago,  with high ceilings, Austrian crystal chandeliers and sconces, and an extraordinary view overlooking Michigan Avenue on Grant Park.

The latest plans for DuSable Park and the final design of the Chicago Spire will be presented.   
 

We would like to thank Deborah Card, president and the Chicago Symphony Orchestra Association for their very generous offer to host this meeting at such a spectacular location.

Thank you very much for your interest and participation.



Please contact:
Bob O'Neill 
Phone:   312-829-8015 or 312-927-6795.
We need volunteers to help look for goose eggs in Grant Park!  Seriously,  we are not sending anybody on a wild goose chase! 

 

Is there a giant Easter egg hunt in Grant Park this Spring? Well, sort of - please come out to a meeting to be held at Daley Bicentennial Plaza Field House, 337 E. Randolph St. ( just east of Columbus Drive), in Grant Park from 10 a.m. until 12 noon on Saturday,  March 24,  2007 for hands-on training by the Chicago Park District in locating goose eggs so that the eggs can be depredated preventing them from hatching.  It is good exercise and we need your help.     
 

Trained volunteers will help find Canada Geese nests and flag them on supervised workdays and then a wildlife management company will perform the egg depredation.  The contractor will have the state and federal permits. 
 

As many people know, resident, non-migrating, Canada Geese have overwhelmed portions of Grant Park making it difficult to use Butler Field for concerts and outdoor movies as well as Hutchinson Field because of all of the goose droppings.  Many portions of Grant Park are so overwhelmed with geese that it is difficult to enjoy the park.  We love the Canada Geese and are very glad that they have made such a comeback from near extinction but they are now driving other birds and wildlife away from the limited urban green spaces, limiting biodiversity,  and their droppings are driving people away from Grant Park.  We are all trying to create a harmonious balance.
 

Many other methods have been tried to reduce the goose population but this is a long-term solution to reducing future populations. It is crucial that the most humane approach be taken.  Egg depredation is endorsed by the Humane Society of the United States and involves preventing the egg from developing and hatching.  Also, at the end of last summer,  the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service lifted some of the restrictions on controlling Canada Geese over-population in areas where there is conflict with human populations.
 

We have received alls sorts of complaints about the over-population of Canada Geese in Grant Park.  Your help will make certain that this effort does not lay an egg.  
 

Thank you very much  for your help and participation!
 

Bob O'Neill
Grant Park Advisory Council
Grant Park Conservancy
312-829-8015.
Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy public meeting 

 

Our meeting this time is a good bargain - it's a two-for-one special- we are offering two different presentation topics in one meeting.

Tuesday, February 20, 2007 - 6:30 p.m. Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph just east of Columbus Drive.

Grant Park and Chicago 2016 - The Olympics  

Please join us for a public meeting on Chicago's bid for the 2016 Olympic games and more detail on how Grant Park and Northerly Island will contribute.  Grant Park and Northerly Island will feature prominently into Chicago's bid for the 2016 Olympic games.  Doug Arnot, Chicago 2016 director of operations as well as other planners and architects will give presentations and more detail about the 2016 Olympics and how Grant Park and Northerly Island will help stage part of them. 
 

Below is a list of events and venues:
 

Archery - Grant Park - Hutchinson Field
Rowing - Grant Park - Monroe Harbor
Cycling - BMX and Track - Olympic Sports Complex at Northerly Island
Beach Volley Ball - Olympic Sports Complex at Northerly Island
Grant Park/Millennium Park kiosks
 

We will also show renderings and plans for the new, $10 million, 12th Street Metra Station which will replace the old, dilapidated "Wild West" looking, wooden bridge and station near 12th Street in Grant Park.  Construction should begin in March or April of this year - just a stone's throw from the 106 Agora statues which is the site of many confused dogs right now.
 

Thank you very much for your interest and participation.

Please contact:
Bob O'Neill 
Phone:   312-829-8015
Grant Park Advisory Council public meeting 

 

Parkitecture - the continued framing of the park as Grant Park becomes one of Chicago's great economic engines.  With all of the new high-rises, Lollapalooza,  and the leasing of the Grant Park garages, Grant Park is generating hundreds of millions of dollars in revenue as it becomes one of the world's most beautiful and cultural parks.  Much of this revenue is going to improve Chicago's neighborhood parks.
 

Monday, January 15, 2007 - 6:30 p.m.

Daley Bicentennial Plaza - 337 E. Randolph just east of Columbus Drive
 

The Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy hope you're feeling Inspired this new year.  
 

Please join us for a public meeting on two new buildings proposed to join our distinguished skyline.  One has generated a great deal of excitement and discussion in Chicago already.  The other will be revealed to the public for the first time.  Come and be a part of shaping our great city.
Millennium Park Plaza
John Lahey from the architecture firm of Solomon Cordwell Buenz and Associates will introduce to the public for the first time the design of a new high-rise building to be built at the NE corner of Randolph and Michigan Avenue on Grant Park.  As part of the plans for this new high-rise, there will also be the creation of much-needed, new, modern retail space in the existing "Doral Plaza" building on Michigan Avenue.
 

Shelbourne Spire
Garrett Kelleher of Shelbourne Development Group will be coming all the way from Ireland to present to you the latest design for the "Spire" designed by architect Santiago Calatrava.
 

We look forward to having you join us for the presentation and discussion about the newest architecture in Chicago and how improving Grant Park leads to more economic development.  
 

Thank you very much for your interest and participation.

Bob O'Neill
Tel: 312-829-8015

