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The Grant Park Conservancy will be hosting the second annual Lago Award, Friday, September 10, 2004. The “Lago” is awarded annually for landscape design, architecture, community outreach, cultural programming, urban planning and volunteerism for Grant Park. 
 

 This year the award will be presented to Gerald W. Fogelson of the Fogelson Companies.  He has been a national real estate developer for nearly 50 years and together with Forest City Enterprises has created the 80 - plus acre Central Station development on Grant Park. Gerald W. Fogelson has also generously donated park land to expand Grant Park.
 

For more information contact Bob O’Neill @312-829-8015 or email: boboneill@grantparkconservancy.com
Please join the Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy for a discussion and presentation on: 
 

Wednesday, July 28, 2004 at 6:30 pm at Daley Bicentennial Plaza, 337 E. Randolph in Grant Park east of Columbus Drive, just past Millennium Park across from the BlueCross BlueShield Building.  You can also walk across the new Millennium Park bridge to get there.
 

What do Grant Park and WBEZ Public Radio have in common?  Grant Park rabbits, of course.  The Grant Park rabbit population explosion was reported on WBEZ in depth.
 

Now WBEZ and Grant Park converge again:

Torey Malatia, WBEZ President and General Manager, will give a presentation on WBEZ ’s expansion plans at Navy Pier.  WBEZ has been broadcasting and headquartered at Navy Pier since 1995.  It is planning an expansion at its headquarters and studio.  The Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority (“MPEA”) manages Navy Pier and McCormick Place.  The WBEZ expansion does not create any roofline or lakefront issues as it is being fit into open, existing space between buildings.

Forging farther south:

 

We will also be discussing the south end of Grant Park, the unfinished portion of Grant Park just off of Roosevelt Road and Michigan Avenue.  There is great news: the very visible, rickety, dilapidated, wooden Metra Electric Line Roosevelt Station bridge is coming down in the near future and a new Metra Station will be built adjoining the new 11th Street Pedestrian Bridge.  There are preliminary designs, which were part of the new 11th Street Pedestrian Project.  Incidentally, this year we met with and asked Metra officials to repair and renovate all of the Michigan Avenue Metra station entrances and they agreed to do so and the decorative entrances have all been rejuvenated.

 

Also, please come to give us your input as to what you think should be at the south end of Grant Park?  This is the portion of the park west of the IC railroad tracks and east of Michigan Avenue, which was never developed.  This year, the Chicago Park District installed the beautiful Daphne Art in the Garden sculpture garden, designed by Dessa Kirk.  The area is the gateway to the Museum Campus and Central Station and South Loop communities.  With the completion of the beautiful 11th Street Pedestrian Bridge and Plaza, Grant Park from Randolph to 11th Street along Michigan Avenue has been completely restored and improved to world-class status in recent years.  These are the landscaped rooms that Daniel Burnham and Edward Bennett envisioned and they are finally being activated. 

 

Millennium Park has brought beauty, intense culture, world-class art and architecture and activity to the north end of Grant Park.  The south end is seeing an unprecedented residential building and higher education boom steps away from the world-class Museum Campus, Northerly Island, Soldier Field and many educational and cultural attractions.  We want to hear from you.

The Grant Park Conservancy

and

Columbia College Chicago

 

invite you to join them at

 

"Art in the Park"
 

Thursday, June 17th
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

 
 

 

Come Meet

Dessa Kirk, Sculptor
and

Bob O'Neill, Grant Park Conservancy President

 

Dessa's work will be on display

in the Chicago Park District's garden

at Roosevelt and Michigan in Grant Park.  A rendering of the garden is attached.
 

Bob has spent the past ten years actively

working with the Chicago Park District and City of Chicago to

improve Grant Park.

 

Music Building, Columbia College

1014 South Michigan Ave.

1st floor
 

Enjoy a walk in the Park after wine and cheese!

 

 

 

 

Kindly RSVP by June 14th
312-341-0623

 

Website: www.grantparkconservancy.com
Friends of the Parks 
and the 
Grant Park Advisory Council 
Invite you to a symposium
Cafes in the Parks, Design Opportunities
Architects and park planners present ideas for well-designed park cafes and other park structures

Wednesday, June 16, 2004
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Daley Bicentennial in Grant Park, (337 E. Randolph Street) 

Panelists:

Chicago Park District representative
Julie Flohr, architect and professor, 
College of Architecture and the Arts, University of Illinois at Chicago, 

Ellen Grimes, architect and professor, 
College of Architecture and the Arts, University of Illinois at Chicago
Clare Lyster, architect and professor, 
College of Architecture and the Arts, University of Illinois at Chicago, 

Eleanor Roemer, Policy Director, Friends of the Parks

Ed Uhlir, architect, Millennium Park Project Manager

Jonathan Young, architect, Grant Park Advisory Council

Moderator:  Bob O'Neill, Grant Park Conservancy

For more information call 312/ 857-2757 or 312/829-8015.

Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy public meeting:
Thursday, June 10, 2004 at 6:30 pm 
Daley Bicentennial Plaza 
337 E. Randolph (in Grant Park across from the BlueCross BlueShield Building.) 

 

Daley Bicentennial Plaza re-landscaping and design plan  
 

We are having a special meeting to review design plans for the renovation and redesign of Daley Bicentennial Plaza, which is scheduled to coincide with the opening of Millennium Park and the bridge, which now connects Millennium Park to Daley Bicentennial Plaza.  
 

The Grant Park Framework Plan calls for the area to be redesigned with more garden rooms and additional tree plantings to "divide the vast, open interior of Daley Bicentennial Plaza" into more intimate gardens.
 

This will also mark the beginning of the north Grant Park, east/west pedestrian connection from Michigan Avenue through Millennium Park to Daley Bicentennial Plaza and to the Cancer Survivors' Garden and Peanut Park and then all the way to the lakeshore at Randolph.  The Randolph underpass under Lake Shore Drive has just been re-landscaped.   This will now allow for seamless pedestrian connections from Michigan Avenue to the lakefront through Grant Park at both the south end (at 11th Street: new pedestrian plaza and pedestrian/bicycle bridge) and now at the north end with the bridge over Columbus and the underpass at Randolph.   At both the north and south ends of Grant Park, pedestrians can now walk through lush, beautiful parkland from Michigan Avenue to the lakefront without ever having to be interrupted by auto traffic.
 

The new plans for Daley Bicentennial Plaza call for the planting of many new elm trees, crab apples, magnolias, boxwoods, flowers and a children's garden near the field house. Daley Bicentennial Plaza's boundaries are north/south from Randolph to Monroe and east/west from the west side of the Cancer Survivors' Garden to Columbus. 
 

Thank you very much for your participation and interest!

Wednesday, May 26, 2004 at 6:30 pm 

 
Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy public meeting:
 
Daley Bicentennial Plaza 
337 E. Randolph (in Grant Park across from the BlueCross BlueShield Building.)
 

 

What does Grant Park have in common with a Piano and shades of Gray?
 

Several things from musical concerts in the park to our presentation topics: 
 

Please join us for a presentation on the latest and greatest renderings and plans for the new Art Institute of Chicago's wing designed by world- renowned architect, Renzo Piano.  It will be built across Monroe Street from Millennium Park. 

 

Meredith Mack and Rob Jones from the Art Institute of Chicago will be presenting the plans for the new addition.
 

The anticipated groundbreaking is scheduled for Spring, 2005.
 

Also, the firm of Gustafson Guthrie Nichol is designing the garden and park grounds around the new wing as well as the medians for Columbus Drive and Randolph Street along the borders of Millennium Park.  The same firm also designed the Millennium Park Garden.  This will allow world-class landscaping and gardens to integrate the Art Institute with Millennium Park tying the beauty, culture and nature of that area of Grant Park together.
 

 

And....
 

A presentation and open discussion of exploring public transit rail alternatives in Grant Park?
 

Mike Payne, from Grayline 20M, will also give a presentation and answer questions about the possibility of the in-city Metra electric lines being used for both CTA and Metra rail: a hybrid or partnership of the CTA and Metra.

Currently, the Metra tracks only service the increasingly car-clogged, busy Chicago lakefront every hour during the day on off-rush hour peak times.  This is to serve Grant Park, the newly renovated Soldier Field and the Museum Campus, McCormick Place, Hyde Park, Woodlawn, Bronzeville, University of Chicago, Chicago State University, South Shore, Pullman, and the soon to be developed former USX steel mill site, according to Payne.  With CTA service, this would increase to at least three or four times per hour.

His proposal seriously explores using the existing rail infrastructure of the Metra tracks along the lakefront from Randolph Street in Grant Park south.  Metra trains would still run on Metra schedules during rush hour commuting times but the CTA would also use the often-idle trains and tracks as well for more frequent service during non-rush hour times in Chicago.

Also according to Payne, the Gray Line will not create as many costly engineering/design, condemnation, demolition and land-clearing issues as well as right-of-way acquisitions and major construction as a stand-alone, new CTA rail line.  As the lakefront becomes more popular, attractive, cultural and beautiful, we need to find alternatives to driving to it.
 

For far more detailed information about the proposal, please go to the website: http://www.Grayline.20m.com
Tuesday, May 4, 2004 at 6:30 pm at Daley Bicentennial Plaza, 337 E. Randolph in Grant Park
 

The positive impacts of the explosion of the college student population in the Grant Park area - the new downtown mega college campus.
 
Grant Park Conservancy/ Grant Park Advisory Council symposium and panel discussion 
 

 

There are over 50,000 college students going to school now in the Grant Park area in downtown Chicago.  This means that the area is one of the country's largest "campuses."  With the opening this year of the almost 2000-student University Center at Congress and State, many more students will be living in the area.  Many buildings in the Grant Park neighborhood have already been converted to student housing.  Can Grant Park serve as the lush, green park-like campus usually associated with college campuses, for these urban, downtown students at the same time helping to energize the park at times when it is under-used?
 

What are the impacts of the colleges and universities in the Grant Park area?  What positive impacts do their students have on the community, economic development, real estate, street life, culture and the arts?  What is the potential for bringing more students into Grant Park and for collaborations with the colleges and universities and Grant Park?  DePaul University has commissioned a new study dealing with the impacts of the students.  The results of this study will be discussed.
 

Columbia College Chicago, DePaul University, the School of the Art Institute, Roosevelt University and Robert Morris College are the largest colleges in the Grant Park area.  We will have representatives from the colleges and universities and urban planning experts to discuss the positive impacts of the students on Grant Park and the area.

Tuesday, April 6, 2004 at 6:30 pm

 
Is Grant Park Going to the Birds?  

Symposium/Panel Discussion
 

Grant Park birds and the migratory flyway along Lake Michigan
 

We are conducting a symposium on birds and the migratory flyway along Lake Michigan and the importance of the resident and migratory habitat that is Grant Park.  This also ties into the Chicago Bird Collision Monitors program, and the new Chicago Lakefront Birding Trail as well as the spring migratory season.  We would like to have representatives from the Chicago Ornithological Society, the Bird Conservation Network, Chicago Bird Collision Monitors, The Field Museum and the Chicago Audubon Society.
 

Our goal is to educate the public on the importance of Grant Park as a bird habitat as well as the diversity of species found right in downtown Chicago.  It is also to raise awareness of the danger birds face by colliding into permanent structures.
 

Dr. Joel Brown, Professor, UIC Biological Sciences Department, is an evolutionary ecologist, has studied feeding behaviors and 
population characteristics of small animals.  He will 
give a presentation on birds in general and in Grant Park in specific and how landscaping makes a huge difference to the value of a park to passing migrants as well as breeding migrants.



Robbie Hunsinger, Founder of the Chicago Bird Collision Monitor and Rescue Project, which helps migratory birds safely, navigate the Loop.  This organization works to rescue migratory birds injured from striking buildings, and to mitigate the risk of bird-building collisions by educating the public and working with building managers and architects to find solutions. Most people don't know that a bird hitting glass and buildings is one of the top killers of migratory birds. The estimates are chilling and top out at 1 billion birds.... a year.... in the US alone!!!!

 

Other panelists to be announced

Tuesday, March 23, at 5:30 pm
This Spring, Flower Power is back in Grant Park!
 

Grant Park Advisory Council
Tuesday, March 23, 2004 at 5:30pm - Please note the earlier time not 6:30 but 5:30pm.  Daley Bicentennial Plaza (in Grant Park) 
337 E. Randolph, across Randolph from the BlueCross BlueCross Building and down in Grant Park. 
 
Contact: Bob O'Neill, 312-829-8015,  boboneill@grantparkconservancy.com 
 

 

"Grant Park Flower Power - The Power of the Flower in Grant Park" 
Not since the late 1960's has there been so much flower power in Grant Park! 
 

 

Come see what is planned for Grant Park this spring! The Grant Park Advisory Council meeting will have all sorts of presentations of gardens with all kinds of visuals on the Millennium Park Gardens, the Lurie Garden (Shoulder Garden), the Grant Park Garden Overlay Plan, and the Chicago Park District's brand-new Art in the Garden. 
 

Millennium Park is opening this summer.
 

Ed Uhlir, director of Millennium Park and Jennifer Guthrie from Gustafson Guthrie Nichol Ltd of Seattle, Washington will give detailed presentations on the Millennium Park Garden - now called the Lurie Garden( just north of Monroe across from the Art Institute of Chicago) and the Grant Park Garden Overlay Plan.  The Overlay uses the goals and objectives of the Grant Park Framework Plan to create the next level of landscape design
guidelines. Gustafson Guthrie Nichol Ltd was hired to create the Overlay for all of Grant Park.  Their work emphasizes sculptural qualities of site specific and contextual landscape.   The Grant Park Garden Overlay is a series of design recommendations for the types of landscapes and the use of space in Grant Park.  It is conceptual and uses the Grant Park Framework Plan to further develop more specific design guidelines by recommending exciting programming possibilities, landscape installations and pedestrian spaces.  It develops elements, which enhance the natural beauty and activate the different areas of Grant Park.  The Overlay even includes a much-needed 100-year Grant Park tree management plan with tree replacement strategies and installation methods. 
 

Kathryn Gustafson was the finalist in the Millennium Garden Design Competition, which was published, in an accompanying book.  The competition and book were funded by the Richard H. Driehaus Foundation, Millennium Park and published by the University of Illinois at Chicago.  Now called the Lurie Garden, it will be a 2.5-acre garden screened from the other areas of Millennium Park by tall hedges, which are sculptured and bisected by a wooden pedestrian footbridge over shallow water.  It is a year-round garden with both sunny and shaded areas, a meeting grove of flowering trees, seasonal plantings, benches and artistic lighting.  There will be various garden spaces for different purposes from social gathering areas to quiet contemplation.  Piet Oudolf, a plant selection specialist and Robert Israel, a theater set designer is also working on the Lurie Garden.
 

Although the designs are not completed, Gustafson Guthrie Nichol Ltd is also currently working on designing the new Art Institute of Chicago gardens as well as the East Randolph Streetscaping.   
 

Chicago Park District "Art in the Garden" Presentation: 
 

The Chicago Park District is creating gardens which are great destinations and far more artistic this season!  These have the power to draw people into the park - flower power! 
 

These art gardens are coming to Grant Park and other park areas throughout the city this spring (June installation).  Chicago is going to see new gardens with art integrated into them.  25 artists, mainly from Chicago but also from around the country, were hired by the Chicago Park District to create 24 gardens.  There will be art objects in the gardens
Bob O'Neill

312-829-8015.

The Grant Park Advisory Council and Grant Park Conservancy's

"Parkitecture"

Tuesday, March 9, 2004 at 6:30pm

Daley Bicentennial Plaza (in Grant Park)
337 E. Randolph, across Randolph from the BlueCross BlueShield Building
and down in Grant Park.
Contact: Bob O'Neill, 312-829-8015, boboneill@grantparkconservancy.com 

"A discussion of the importance and methods of developing the architectural landmarks and masterpieces of tomorrow
while creating the South Wall of Grant Park framing and facing Grant Park's southern end."
 

 

Featuring:
 

Geoffrey Baer - executive producer at WTTW 11 - Geoffrey has hosted five, very popular Chicago area architecture and history television tours, featuring the Chicago River, Loop skyscrapers, the lakefront, Chicago's diverse urban neighborhoods from onboard the ‘L’, and Chicago’s North Shore.  WTTW 11 and Geoffrey Baer will be airing the brand-new television tour, South of Chicago: Suburbs, Steel Mills, Shoreline with host Geoffrey Baer traveling Chicago’s Southern Suburbs and Northwest Indiana on Wednesday, March 10 at 7:30 p.m. on WTTW 11.  
 

Geoffrey Baer has very successfully brought architecture and its importance to Chicago's public by making it exciting, fun and interesting.  He will be discussing the importance of architecture to Chicago and Grant Park at Parkitecture on March 9, 2004.
Dr. Brent Ryan - co-director of the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC's) City Design Center - a research center in the College of Architecture and the Arts, as well as a professor in the College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs.  Dr. Ryan has a Bachelor of Science degree from Yale University,  a Master of Architecture from Columbia University and a Ph.D. in urban design and planning from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and formerly was an urban designer and planner in Boston and New York City.

Robert Gordon - an architect and city planner specializing in landscape-oriented design received his Bachelor of Architecture and Master of City Planning degrees from Illinois Institute of Technology. Robert is also a member of Mayor Daley’s Landscape Advisory Task Force, including Parks and Open space and Streetscape committees.  His projects include a number of private residences and apartments, as well as schools, public spaces and parks, in the U.S. and abroad, including: planned developments in Paris and conceptual designs for the Queen’s Landing earth bridge.  Robert has worked on many planning projects in Chicago.
Paul Randall (Randy) Jacobson - an adjunct associate professor at UIC's College of Architecture and the Arts, established his practice in Los Angeles in 1987. His built works are residences, commercial interiors and multi-family housing.  Jacobson has also served as an urban design consultant for master-planning projects.  He is currently at work on books titled, "When Suburbs Become Cities, Design Guidelines for In-fill Housing," "Modern Urban Fabric," and "Modern Architecture in Context."  He has taught studios at the University of Southern California and Woodbury University and has been a visiting critic at the Illinois Institute of Technology, University of Minnesota, and Southern California Institute of Architecture.


This is the third in what will be a regular ongoing series of panel discussions and public input forums about architecture and design in and around Grant Park.   It is about how to raise the bar on architecture and design to once again help restore Chicago's world prominence in architecture especially near Grant Park.  These architecture forums feature officials from all relevant City of Chicago departments, architects, professors, urban planners, developers, community leaders and the public to encourage high quality innovative design of the new Grant Park buildings facing the park and of those structures within it.

The city recently designated the "west street wall" of Grant Park along Michigan Avenue the Historic Michigan Boulevard District a landmark.  Many of the older buildings, which are land marked today, were once very cutting edge, for example Dankmar Adler and Louis Sullivan's Auditorium Building. We want to work with the city, developers and architects to persuade them that the buildings around Grant Park need to respect the past and what exists contextually but also embrace cutting edge and innovative design, which will create tomorrow's landmarks.  Grant Park is just too important not to be surrounded by truly world-class architecture.  With the explosion of development around Grant Park, now is the time to hear from you to make sure this happens.

Our first, very successful symposium featured three representatives from the City of Chicago's Department of Planning's Landmarks Division: Eleanor Gorski, Neighborhoods Division: Terri Texley, and Zoning Division: Jack Swenson, Dr. Brent Ryan co-director of the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC's) City Design Center - a research center in the College of Architecture and the Arts, and professor in the College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs, Ed Uhlir from Millennium Park and Dirk Lohan from Lohan Caprile Goettsch Architects.  The discussion centered around how to design and create buildings today surrounding Grant Park, which will be innovative, well designed and will become the landmarks of tomorrow.  Our second symposium dealt with the important Queen's Landing pedestrian connection from Buckingham Fountain to Lake Michigan.

A topic, which was heavily discussed at the first symposium, was the potential of the "South Street Wall" of Grant Park - the completely undeveloped and yet-to-be designed last blank canvas on Roosevelt Road facing Grant Park - currently empty land along Roosevelt Road.  This will be the last row of buildings framing Grant Park.  The design of these buildings is crucial, as it will one of the most visible walls of buildings in the city.

The impact on Grant Park and the architecture of Chicago will be immense. The South Street Wall along Roosevelt Road may be the single most important and visible development site in Chicago; it deserves great care and input into its design by the community, the architects, planners, the developers and the City of Chicago.

It will take substantial effort, brainstorming, creative thinking and political support to effect real, constructive input into the plans for this property.  However the extraordinary prominence of this site and its potential for having a positive impact on the urban fabric of the South Loop, Museum Campus, and Grant Park demands that we try and succeed.

Let's get excited by the incredible potential of what developers are about to build and if they can also be persuaded that they will find support in the community and City Hall for a bold and visionary plan something great could happen here.

